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          Media’s Double Standard on Inauguration Costs  1/21/09                
Yesterday we witnessed the hallmark of democracy – a peaceful transfer of power.  
And like President Obama, we all wish our country a prosperous future.

Although the national media strongly criticized President Bush for the cost of his 
inauguration in 2005, such criticism has been predictably scarce for President 
Obama – even though his inauguration was more than twice as expensive as Presi-
dent Bush’s.  For example, a New York Times editorial in 2005 suggested that the war 
in Iraq should “dictate restraint” for President Bush’s inauguration.  We now face two 
wars and serious economic challenges, yet the Times offered no similar criticism of 
yesterday’s event.

Expensive inaugurations are nothing new, and I’m sure many who faced traffic congestion and long lines 
yesterday wished even more had been spent on this year’s celebration.  
But we need the media to be even-handed in its treatment of Republican and Democratic inaugura-
tions, not guilty of a double-standard.

Media’s Double Standard on Cabinet Appointees     
The media have neglected to report on the controversies surrounding President Obama’s cabinet appointees, such 
as Treasury Secretary nominee Timothy Geithner, who has come under fire for failing to pay over $40,000 in taxes 
while working at the International Monetary Fund.  President Bush’s appointees, on the contrary, were thoroughly 
scrutunized by the media.  From Accuracy in Media’s Cliff Kincaid:

“The Obama Transition Project says that Timothy Geithner, its Chinese-speaking Treasury Secretary nominee, 
made “honest mistakes” on his tax returns ...

Our media have quickly adopted the new party line. The NBC Nightly News dutifully reported Geithner’s 
“honest mistakes” in the graphic it showed on Tuesday night in a story about the serious tax problems ... Reporter 
Kelly O’Donnell’s story failed to disclose that Jeffrey Immelt, chairman and chief executive officer of NBC par-
ent company General Electric (GE), is on the board of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, whose president is 
Timothy Geithner.

It is also interesting to note that a subsidiary of GE, GE Capital, is getting some of the federal bailout money that 
Geithner, if he is confirmed, will have a role in managing. Conflict of interest, anyone?

Connections like this help explain why Geithner’s tax problems won’t become a scandal or even much of a 
controversy for major elements of the media. But GE’s media properties, including NBC News, MSNBC, 
and CNBC, won’t be alone in trying to put this scandal to rest.

Another member of the board of the New York Fed is Lee C. Bollinger, the president of Columbia University, who 
serves on the board of the Washington Post Company. This is the media conglomerate whose media properties 
include the Washington Post newspaper, Newsweek, and Slate ... From the point of view of the major media, 
it’s better to remain on the good side of Geithner as well as Obama.”


